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Declares NRA_ and AAA
Has Not Aided The
Negro Worker

SPEAKER CITES AAA ACREKAGE HEDUUTION PLAN AND NRA
OODES AS HARMIUL TO RACK

Oklahoma City, Okla.—The tTwo most elaborate and powerful pieces

of New Dea]l machinery, the AAA and the NRA, have not improved the

1ot of Negro workers, and, indeed, have left some of them worse off than

‘Jasy were before, it was declared here last week by John P, Davis of

fWhashington, in an address before the 25th annusl coaference of the Na-

Committee on National Recovery,
composed of representatives of (wene
Mr. Davis, secretary of the Joint
ty-two nations] Negro and iaterracial
organizations, said his committee had
submitted briefs and oratl argumenta
|ln behalf of the Negro workérs in
more than 60 NRA codea of fair come
petition.

He declared the AAA, created by
the Roosevelt administration to ease
the credit burden of the faimers and
raise farm prices, had left the Negro
tarmers, to the mercies of “the very
men who heretbfdre had charged them

mortgage on their feriilq farm
lands.”

The Negro farmers with credit
problems were directed to thess lo~
cal functionaries, the speaker declar=
od, “with the hope that théy would
torego their lucrative exploitation|
snd aid them in securing easy credit
froni the federal government. Justice
was too much to expect in auch a
condition as this.
Negro Has Loat 800,000 Acres
“When it is rcalized that the Ne-
gro bwnod two and onct=halt million
acres of land leas in 1930 than 1920,
and that from 1930 und)] the end af
1833 they had lost approximately
800,000 additional acres of land, it
will be plain that the fallure of the
credit machinery created by the
Roosevelt regime to stem these land
losaes was a calamity to Negro farme-
ers. The result has been that more
and more of the Negro farm owning
population has been forced into the
debased position of the farm tenant
and sbharecropper.”
Contracta between the landlord and
the goverument In the cotton &cre-
age reduction program failed to pro-
tect the equities of the tenants and
sharecroppers, the speaker said, and
“made it an easy matler for the cots
ton producer to defraud his tenants
and the latter was quick to avail
bimsealf of thls federal gratulty.”
Jokers. in Contracts
The “jokers” In these agreements,
Mr, Davis said, were the permission
given the landlord to sign it for hime
self and his tenants and to recelve
checks payable to hlimself upon walve

exhorbitant interest, and who held tha |

'tional Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored People.

er by the tenants; and the permission
given displaced tenants to use garden
land snd hous:s free—only so long
ay the landlord agreed that tenants
*did not conduct themselves 80 A L
become & nulsance or menace to the
welfare of the landtord,”

“Although the landuPd wis iveeer
fng both the government rental and
a better price for his cotton, the

wages of casual farm labor engaged
n cotton culture remained at the
same low level they had been ay the
nadir of the depression.’ the speaker
aseerted.

Hits NRA Differentlul Wage Scales

Passing to the NRA, Mr. Davis
sald 1,500,000 unorganized Negro ine
dustria] workers had looked in vain
for ald from the recovery machinery.
He cited the cotton textlle cude, the

| first to be adopted, as expressly o-

mitting from its maximum hours and
miniruum wage provisions more than
12,000 Negro workers employed in the
industry as outelde crews and clean=
ers.

The speaker scorcd the geograph-
ical waga differentigls which he sald
was a device used in more than 100
codes [z industries employing 50,000
Negroes. He sald the col of the
faundry trade contained mix xdifferent
wages rates based upon geography,
with the lowest of these—14 cents an
|hour—-ln states where the labor i»

predominantly Negra,

Ridiculing the contention that ge=
ographical diftfferentials were
upon diffeiences in costs of living, the
speaker declarsd Dolawa.e tds Ll
sified as a northern state in 449 codes
with the northern wage rate, but in
tae S rilizer code, where most of the
employees are Negro is classified 38
& southern state.

A bope for lmproving the copdle
tions of all workers, and especlally of
those in the South les in the realiza-
tion by both black and white laborers
that, even with the slight preference
given the whites axy present, they are
oth In practicpdly the same condle
tion. He suggested they disre
traditional race lizes and prejudices
and unite more and more O3 COMMOR
fssues Yo Improve their lot.
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“New Deal”



