~ OSOUTHERNERS PROTEST NEW
DEAL DISCRIMINATION

Practically ANl WPA Workers
Discharged tn Missiesippl

VICKSBURG, Miss,, (By J. T.
Johnson for ANP.)—Negro Mass
meetings are beeing held all over
Mississippl in protest of the fact
that nearly all Negro WPA workers
have been dismissed within the past
Jew weeks by the Federal authori-
ties in charge. It is said that this
is done in an effort to force Ne-
groes to work for 50 cents per day
or seek jobs as cotton picker at 5O
cents per hundred. Both of which
they say means starvation in the
face of the present high cost of
living though the Negroes point to
the fact that moneof the white WPA}
workers have been discharged but
it is said that -large numbeps 1
white new recruits are being put on
WPA jobs dally.

It is said that the number of Ne-
gibes discharged with in the laat
few weeks Tun:way up into the
thousands. The WPA scale there-
tofore paid td Negroes waa $30 per

* yionth maximum for Negrbes and
wminimum for whites $42. It is sald
that skilled Negro. labor is always
classified as unskilled. and . that white
skilled labor is classified as skilled.
It is said that this discriminatiow.w
made betweery the races In pay,
though both be doing the same
class of work,

Whites In, Negroes Out

It appears that not over a half
dozen Negroes havebeen givenwhat
is known as whiee collatt jobs in
this state under the WPA or any
other Federal set up, and they got
their jobs only a few weeks ago,
though it 'fs estimated that there
mre fully 10,000 or more white col-
far workers among the ‘whites pn
Federal jobs and that in a state
‘Where the Negroes are in majority.
Very naturslly the Negroes ask:
“Wherk §s the law and the comsti-
tution?” “Are we ;- living andet
that alleged government where al¥
men are said to de equal undert the
law or are we not living under an

+ administration unden which discrim-
¢« ndministration under which diserim-
_ination and & blighting system of
. ease reign supreme?”

' Jim Crew Invades State Capljol

“It is sald that the U. 8, Pablid
Health Service has offered to give
Mizsissippi & Negro pbulic realth
physician to talk to Negro physs
cians ‘of this state on the subject of
public  health, since the same Fed-
erul Pudlic Health officer would not
address -white and colored physicians
at the same time, gnd this job of<
Yered the Negro physician + coming
under the Misslssippl State Board
of Health his office should be in the
state:sapitol where the Btate Boa¥d
of Health is housed, but rather than
permit that, this Negro -phywician’s
coming to the state oy $city Voo
layed:a month to give tims to thriw
up a-jittle shack foran officd dawn
in’ one corner of the capito) grounds,
over behind all other buildings,

The Negroes declare that anotheif
reason why they have all been dis~
missed practically from the WPA/
was in order to forca them to do

domestic service at fi'om a dollar
and a half per week to two and o
half per week, notwithstanding the
fact they say that all of them as o'
rule have seversl dependents whom
they must feed, clothe and shelter
out of their weekly wage, in ifl e,
face of the ever mounting high’
cost of Hving,
VeNTea £ErmerS Fapd Mg
It is reported that the vncanplow\-“
ment situation among Negroes has
been rendered much more acute fin
the South by the forcing of thcutss
ands ofNegroes from agricultural

\ {pursuits under the AAA, the zoil

conservation “ act and plan under,
which millions of acree of 87 M,
lands had been rvented to the Fed-
eral government and must lie idle
with the erronelus view of thereby
cutting down production. It iq
ndedless to say that Negroes as a
rule are not allowed to vote effecc
tively in Mississippi, .




